Otorrhoea," in which he says," A case of otorrhcea may continue for years without causing greater inconvenience than the loss of hearing, and the pollution from the discharge : the patient, however, becomes suddenly unwell; he has a shivering fit, fever sets in, and pain is experienced deep in the ear, and over the side of the head. Sleeplessness is almost invariably experienced, incessant delirium follows, from which, however, the patient can be roused and induced to answer questions rationally." ..." From about the commencement of the attack, the discharge from the ear generally lessens, but seldom altogether ceases, while unconsciousness, strabismus, and even convulsions supervene, followed by: all the symptoms of inflammation, effusion, and suppuration within the cranium. * After death, in such cases, the dura mater has been found separated from the petrous portion of the temporal bone, and that part ot' the bone carious, while inflammation of the membranes and substance of the brain, with abscess in the cerebrum or cerebellum, point out the cause of the cerebral symptoms, and explain the extension of the long-continued disease" of the ear to the parts within the cranium.
The following ease, which occurred to me several years ago, shows well this extension and connection of the two 25 , who for five years had a purulent discharge from the right ear, attended occasionally with great pain* The disease proved suddenly fatal, without the extent of the mischief having been suspected. After being exposed to cold, and suffering two severe falls on his head, lie was attacked with acutd pain in the ear, followed by a copious, offensive, puriform discharge from the meatus, accompanied by deafness. He underwent different plaus of treatment, but without material benefit. He then became subject to fits of giddiness, succeeded by vomiting and great pain in the ear and head; afterwards partial ptosis and turning up of the eyeballs, slight squinting, and drawing up of the right angle of the mouth supervened. There was a swelling* in front of the right ear, extending nearly to the margin of the orbit, great tenderness of the concha, and the copious puriform dis-> charge from the external meatus continued. Various other symptoms indicating compression of the brain came on, along with slight tetanic symptoms, and the disease ultimately proved fatali Inspection.?Un opening the swelling in front of the ear, a cavity was found as large as a hazel nut, and communicating with this was another beneath the temporal muscle, as large as: a walnut. Both contained soft cheesy matter. The dura mateT was mucli injected, and adherent over the whole surface of the temporal bone. " The whole of the petrous bone, the basilar pro-<< cess of the occipital, and the large wing of the sphenoid, extending inwards to the middle line of the skull, were degenerated into a soft cheesy mass, similar to that contained in the above-men-tioned cavities." . . " The malar bone was entirely destroyed, and the mastoid process of the iemporal completely occupied by disease. The ventricles contained three ounces of bloody serum ^ the arachnoid was much injected, and between it and the pia mater was a layer of pus extending along the base of the brain; it was greatest in quantity on the anterior surface of the medulla oblongata, down the front of the medulla spinalis as far as could be seen. In the middle lobe of the brain there was an abscess containing upwards of an ounce of very fetid pus, and a second abscess existed in the middle of the posterior lobe, containing a similar kind of pus. 
